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Thank you for coming. We will begin shortly
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Introducing
Ms. Maria Costa

Principal

Welcome Message
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Who Are We?

YOUR ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM

Maria Costa
Principal

Maria Masso
Assistant 
Principal

Rodney Wright
Assistant 
Principal

David Wilson
Magnet Lead Teacher

IBMYP Coordinator



New Building This Fall
Open August 2025-2026

17990 SW 142 Ave



Highlights of 
the NEW 

BUILDING

• State-of-the-Art Classrooms – Equipped with modern technology to 
enhance learning experiences.

• STEM Labs – Cutting-edge facilities for hands-on, inquiry-based STEM 
learning.

• Collaborative Learning Spaces – Flexible areas designed to foster 
teamwork and group activities.

• Green Energy Features – Eco-friendly design, including solar panels 
and energy-efficient lighting.

• Performing Arts Center – A new space for drama, music, and school 
performances.

• Media Center Expansion – Modernized library with digital resources 
and study zones.

• Upgraded Science Labs – Enhanced labs with advanced equipment 
for experiments and IB projects.

• Outdoor Learning Areas – Spaces designed for classes and activities 
in a natural setting.

• Technology Integration – Smartboards, digital projectors, and high-
speed Wi-Fi throughout.

• Enhanced Security – Updated security features, including video 
surveillance and controlled access points.
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If you missed any information, arrived 
late or just want to review what you've 
just heard, this slide presentation will 
be posted on the Ammons webpage 
www.AmmonsEagles.com in a few 
days.
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Introducing
 Mrs. Maria Masso
Assistant Principal



School Hours 9:10am – 3:50pm

• Gates open at 8:30am

• Breakfast from 8:35 - 9:05am

• Students dismissed at 3:50pm

• No before school or after school care – 
only clubs and sports
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Ammons Offers Six Classes – 
Block Schedule

1. Math

2. Science

3. Language Arts

4. Social Studies

5. Spanish or French

6. Physical Education (PE) and Health / Elective – Art, Drama, or Band

<-Gifted, Advanced, and Regular Classes Offered (9th and 10th grade Science offered)

<-Non-speaking to Fluent / AP Classes for advanced students

<-Gifted, Advanced, and Regular Classes Offered (9th and 10th grade Math offered)

Classes are 1 hour and 50 minutes

Ammons rotates odd days and even days: Periods 1-3-5 are on one day. Periods 2-4-6 is the following day.



FRWhat do students wear to school?

• Polo shirt: in navy blue, gold or white with the 
school Iogo.

• Full length pants (any color): Jeans are allowed 
but they CAN NOT have rips/tears/holes in them.

• Plain jackets or sweaters: must be in school 
colors (navy blue, gold or white only) and they 
must open in the front either with a zipper or 
buttons. No Pull Over Hoodies.

• ID's must always be VISIBLE (all students will receive one 
free ID within the first few weeks of school)
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Reminder: 
Uniform Sales After this Event: 

Out back in portable 5001
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Spirit Days
• Students can wear shorts

• Students can wear a hat

• All students still must meet 
school requirements (ex. 
Shirts must have sleeves)

Team/Club T-shirt Days
• Team t-shirts are blue or gold

•    Club t-shirts can also be worn

Exceptions to the Uniform Policy 
on Specific Days:

These days are specified on school calendar



http://oathorpacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/School-Supplies-2.jpg

School Supplies

http://oathorpacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/School-Supplies-2.jpg


FRWhat will your child need for school?

• Teachers will inform students about their specific supply 
needs for their class when they meet them the first 
week of school. In the meantime, buy basic school 
supplies (notebook, pens, pencils, highlighters…)

•Backpacks - Even/Odd Days:
Tip:  Students might want to have a backpack for even days and a backpack for odd days. Students can 
refer to the school calendar to find out if it’s an even or odd day.

• Their Student Agenda (Will be received the first week of school)

•A book to read



FRCell Phone Policy

• Possession of a cellular telephone is 
not a violation of the Code of 
Student Conduct (COSC), However, 
the possession of a cellular 
telephone which disrupts the 
educational process; the use of the 
cellular telephone during school 
hours; and the possession or use of a 
cellular telephone which disrupts or 
interferes with the safety-to-life issue 
for students being transported on a 
M-DCPS school bus, would be a 
violation of the COSC.
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How can parents support their child at Ammons?
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How can parents support their child?

Help your child prepare so he/she has what is needed for 
school (Supplies, Uniform shirt, Appropriate Jacket).

Help

Monitor your child’s progress through the Parent Grade 
Viewer in the Portal.

Monitor

If you notice your child is not doing well in class, 
encourage your child to speak to their teacher.

Encourage

Encourage your child to attend Monday morning tutoring.Encourage
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How can parents support their child?

If you need to contact a teacher, (1) email the teacher, (2) call and leave a 
message, (3) use the agenda to send a note. 

Make sure your child attends school and is on time.  Make appointments 
after school hours to protect your child’s instructional learning time.

Get involved in the PTSA and participate in some of our school activities 
throughout the year.
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Parents on Campus

•You must check in and get a visitor’s pass

•We discourage deliveries and encourage 
responsibility but if you have a delivery, it 
will be delivered during the last 10 minutes 
of the class to not interrupt the instructional 
time.
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Reminder to Parents
Update your contact information at your 
child’s elementary school now. Why?

•  Receive ConnectEd phone messages 
from Ammons Middle School

•The address listed will be used by MDCPS 
to assign your child’s bus stop
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MRS. LISETTE DOBSON 
6th Grade Counselor

MS. SUZANNE PERLMAN 
7th Grade Counselor
Trust Counselor

MS. SUANNE MOSES
8th Grade Counselor

Student Services
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Introducing
Mr. David Wilson

IBMYP Coordinator and 
Magnet Lead Teacher



Herbert A Ammons Middle School 
is an INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE 
Magnet Program

23



First Fully 
Authorized 
Schoolwide 
International 
Baccalaureate 
Middle Years 
Program (IBMYP) 
in Miami-Dade 
County



The IB Middle Years 
Programme (MYP) 
is a school program 
for students aged 11 
to 16. It’s all about 
learning how to think, 
solve problems, and 
understand the 
world—not just 
memorizing facts.

The IB MYP Mission is to help 
students become caring, 
knowledgeable, and open-minded 
thinkers who understand and 
respect different cultures. It aims to 
create lifelong learners who are 
prepared to make a positive impact 
in the world through critical 
thinking, global awareness, and 
responsible action.



What does that mean for your child?

26

OR

Your child MUST take one of the following languages



IB offers a lot more than just a language

The benefits of an IB MYP (International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme) school are 
numerous, fostering both academic and personal growth. Here are some key advantages:

1.Holistic Education: The MYP emphasizes not only academic achievement but also personal and 
social development. Students are encouraged to think critically and reflectively, considering the 
impact of their actions on the world around them.

2.International Mindedness: The program nurtures a global perspective, helping students develop 
intercultural understanding and respect, which are critical in today's interconnected world.

3.Inquiry-Based Learning: The MYP promotes inquiry, allowing students to take ownership of their 
learning by asking questions, investigating real-world issues, and making connections across 
disciplines.

4.Skills for Lifelong Learning: The focus on Approaches to Learning (ATL) skills equips students with 
tools such as collaboration, communication, critical thinking, and research, which prepare them for 
future academic and personal challenges.

5.Connection Across Subjects: MYP’s interdisciplinary approach helps students see the relevance of 
their learning by connecting concepts across different subjects, leading to deeper understanding and 
engagement.

6.Assessment for Learning: The MYP emphasizes formative assessment that supports learning through 
feedback, enabling students to track their progress and improve.

7.Preparation for Future Education: The MYP lays a solid foundation for students who continue into 
the IB Diploma Programme (DP) or other advanced educational pathways by fostering the 
development of strong academic and research skills.

8.Community Engagement: Through service learning, the MYP encourages students to contribute 
meaningfully to their communities, helping them grow into responsible and active global citizens. 27
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6th grade = 10 hours

7th grade = 15 hours

8th grade = 20 hours

Total = 45 hours

Community Service – 

Over 100 hours are offered in school (food drives, toy drives, walk-a-thons…), but 
students may acquire hours outside of school, with appropriate permission
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IB Portfolio
• A collection of work designed to showcase the student’s growth from 6th grade to 8th grade.
• Inside the portfolio is a collection of sample assignments, projects, extra curricular activities, service & action hours, 

and reflections that the students are proud of. 
• Each assignment is classified according to the IB Global Contexts
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The Middle Years 
Programme Progress 

Report is based on the IB 
Assessment Criterion for 

each subject.

This report is distributed 
once a semester for the 
purpose of familiarizing 

our students with the type 
of assessments that the IB 

Program will monitor. 

As an IB student, your child will also receive an IB Middle 
Years Program Report Card twice a year

For more information on IB grading refer to the Ammons web page - IB GRADING



FRIBMYP Certificate in 8th Grade
In recognition of their hard 
work and accomplishment 
throughout their time at 
Ammons, students who 
maintain good grades, 
complete their Service & 
Action hours, the IB Portfolio 
and Community Project are 
eligible to receive the IB 
Certificate along with their 
peers at an end of the year 
awards ceremony.



TRANSPORTATION
Our recruitment area spans a 27-
mile radius and encompasses over 
100 elementary schools. There are 
30+ buses transporting our students 
to and from school every day. 



Transportation
***All Ammons Middle School 
students are automatically assigned to 
a stop if they are eligible for 
transportation by Miami-Dade County 
Public Schools. 

Ammons bus routes go:

North to Bird Road – South to 
Homestead

East to the water and west to the 
everglades

***Please note that students that live less 
than TWO miles from school are 
considered walkers and are not eligible for 
transportation.

33
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Transportation Information

***Make sure your address is up to date as buses will 

be assigned to the current address on file. To have 

your address changed/updated please contact your 

current school.
 

***Bus assignment information is posted on the 

district’s web site on the PARENT PORTAL and 

STUDENT PORTAL in AUGUST. Log on to the STUDENT 

or PARENT PORTAL. The top of the STUDENT or 

PARENT PORTAL screen has a link (click on BUS INFO) 

to the student’s bus assignment information.
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Bus Transportation
• To check if the student is 

eligible for transportation:

1) Go to dot.dadeschools.net

2) Click on: "School Information" (middle 
of page)

3) From the "SCHOOL" drop down menu 
select: Ammons, Herbert MS – 17475 SW 
157 Ave

4) Check the map for boundaries. The 
address must be inside the green or 
purple boundary to be eligible for 
transportation.
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If you have specific transportation 
questions or require more information, 

please email Renata Merjam at 
Rmerjam@dadeschools.net



First Day of School
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Where does your child report?

Student will be reporting 
to HOMEROOM 

Check the student portal any time 
after 4pm the Friday before school 
begins  to find your child’s schedule

Don’t worry: People with locators 
who can direct your child will be 

posted throughout the hallways to 
help your child or answer any 

questions



FRWhat Can Your Child Expect in Homeroom on Day 1?

•Meet their first teacher :)

• Your child will receive:
• Schedule
• Free and reduced lunch information
• Insurance information
• Emergency Contact Cards**
**Parents remember that if there is someone you want to authorize to pick up your child that 
information must be put on the emergency contact cards.  Only those names listed will be allowed to 
pick up your child from school.

• PTSA Information
• Agenda
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Student Agenda/ Planner

Contains Important Information
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Contains important Information: IB Information



FRContains important Information: Academic Honesty Policy
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Contains important Information: Service and Action Information
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Contains important Information: Service and Action Log
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Contains important Information: Portfolio Information
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•Free Breakfast is available for every student every 
day.

•Lunch is 30 minutes

•Your child's lunch number is their Student ID#

•Your child can sit wherever they want

What can your child expect in the cafeteria?



End of the Day Routine

Announcements begin at 3:45 pm

Dismissal is at 3:50 pm

Busses wait 7 minutes before departing

Security is on school grounds until 4:30 pm

Students participate in clubs & sports

Last student dismissal is at 3:20pm

If a bus is late, we call to find out what’s going on and they’ll let 
us know if they’re running late and approximately how long it 
will take for them to reach the school.



Extracurricular Activities Offered







FRClubs 

Math Hawks
Stressopedia 

Club

National 
Junior Honor 

Society
Robotics Club Spanish Club

French Club
Exhaling 

Eagles (yoga)
Book Club

Scribble 
Society

Drama Club

Origami Club Art Club
You are not 

Alone (YANA)
Anime Club

If your child is interested in joining a club, announcements are made daily during the 
morning and afternoon announcements. You can also find info on the school calendar



FRHow Does Ammons 
Communicate with Parents?

• Monthly Calendar
• Lists odd and even days and all school events 

• Can be found on the webpage

• BLOOMZ App (Highly Recommended) See directions in packet

• School Messenger

• Social Media – Facebook, Twitter, Instagram

• PTSA Meetings

• School Marquee



FRREQUIRED Summer Reading
• Posted on the Ammons webpage : AmmonsEagles.com

• You were also provided a copy today

2025

2025
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6th grade book                7th grade book
Front Desk by Kelly Yang Flush by Carl Hiaasen



FR

Add a footer 59

AMMONS PTSA
Marisol Gomez-Decena, Esq. 
PTSA President
ammonsptsa@gmail.com
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Become a part of our PTSA 
via the Memberhub site. 

Visit our website at 
www.ammonsptsa.givebacks.com 

and follow the 
membership link.

 or click on the QR code 
to the right to join. 

*Sign up your student, mom/dad, 
uncle/aunt, grandparents and PET!
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EAGLES MERCHANDISE

PURCHASE ITEMS TODAY OR ONLINE AT OUR SCHOOL STORE 
AT AMMONSPTSA.GIVEBACKS.COM

ITEMS ORDERED ONLINE CAN BE PICKED UP ONE WEEK PRIOR 
TO SCHOOL STARTING VIA DRIVEBY. DATE AND TIME TBD.
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EMAIL: AMMONSPTSA@GMAIL.COM

INSTAGRAM: @AMMONSPTSA

WEBSITE:WWW.AMMONSPTSA.GIVEBACKS.COM

WAYS TO FOLLOW PTSA

http://www.ammonsptsa.org/
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27EMYF

27EMYF

27EMYF  TO

You have a copy of this in your packet
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Mr. Wilson

Final Words



FRMake sure to visit www.AmmonsEagles.com
Hover over “IBMYP Magnet Program”

CLICK: FOR INCOMING PARENTS

http://www.ammonseagles.com/
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If you missed any information, arrived 
late or just want to review what you've 
just heard, this slide presentation will 
be posted on the Ammons webpage 
www.AmmonsEagles.com in a few 
days.



Herbert A Ammons Middle School

Thank you for attending

Don’t forget to visit the Ibiley Store and PTSA store out back
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Time for some FUN
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