
MYP Key Concepts

Aesthetics Change (also used in PYP) Communication Communities

Connections (also used in PYP) Creativity Culture Development

Form (also used in PYP) Global Interactions Identity Logic

Perspective (also used in PYP) Relationships Time, Place and
Space

Systems

Group 1 - Language and Literature: Communication, Connections, Creativity, Perspective
Group 2 - Language Acquisition: Communication, Connections, Creativity, Culture
Group 3 - Individuals and Societies: Change, Global Interactions, Time, Place and Space, Systems
Group 4 - Sciences: Change, Relationships, Systems
Group 5 - Mathematics: Form, Logic, Relationships
Group 6 - Arts: Aesthetics, Change, Communication, Identity
Group 7 - Physical and Health Education: Change, Communication, Development, Relationships
Group 8 - Design: Communication, Communities, Development, Systems
BONUS - PYP KEY CONCEPTS

Although each subject has three to four key concepts they should focus on and take responsibility for actively teaching and
discussing with their students, any key concept can be used for any subject. Key concepts are a great way to ensure conceptual
learning, transfer between subjects and for building interdisciplinary links and units.

Aesthetics
“Aesthetics deals with the characteristics, creation, meaning and perception of beauty and taste. The study of aesthetics

develops skills for the critical appreciation and analysis of art, culture and nature.”
(MYP: From principles into practice)



Group Information from Group’s Subject Guide

Group 6: Arts In the arts, the concept of aesthetics is perceived differently around the world and across cultures.
Aesthetics does not only address the rules and principles of beauty but should also include cultural
perspectives and perception through the senses.

Change
“Change is a conversion, transformation or movement from one form, state or value to another. Inquiry into the concept of change

involves understanding and evaluating causes, processes and consequences.”
(MYP: From principles into practice)

Group Information from Group’s Subject Guide

3: Individuals &
Societies

For individuals and societies, the concept of change allows examination of the forces that shape the
world: past, present and future. The causes and effects of change can be natural and artificial; intentional
and unintentional; positive, negative or neutral. The subject group explores the role of individuals and
societies in shaping change.

4: Sciences In sciences, change is viewed as the difference in a system’s state when observed at different times. This
change could be qualitative (such as differences in structure, behaviour, or level) or quantitative (such as a
numerical variable or a rate). Change can be irreversible, reversible or self-perpetuating.

6: Arts The arts may be a reflection of change, or an inspiration for change. Change may be considered as
external to the arts or incorporated within an artwork. In the arts, change can also be termed as
metamorphosis or transformation—a marked change in appearance, form, nature or character.

7: Physical &
Health Education

In many ways, physical and health education involves inquiry into change. In response to stimuli from
players and the environment, individuals and teams change strategies and tactics. Change is an essential
aspect of human development, and adolescents are acutely aware of their changing bodies and abilities.
Physical and health education courses can help to foster positive personal, social, emotional, mental and
physical change that can lead to more balanced, healthy lives.



Communication
“Communication is the exchange or transfer of signals, facts, ideas and symbols. It requires a sender, a message and an intended
receiver. Communication involves the activity of conveying information or meaning. Effective communication requires a common

“language” (which may be written, spoken or nonverbal). ”
(MYP: From principles into practice)

Group Information from Group’s Subject Guide

1: Language &
Literature

Through exploring texts, we exchange, express, analyse and transform information, facts, ideas,
meanings and opinions. Communication is the basis of what makes us human and bridges communities
across the globe; it is the essence of this discipline.

2: Language
Acquisition

Through the exploration of language and the process of learning language, we exchange, express and
transform information, facts, ideas, meanings and opinions. Communication is the basis of what makes
us human and bridges communities across the globe; it is the essence of this discipline.

6: Arts Communication is often regarded in the arts as a message between the artist and an audience, or
between performers. Without intended communication the arts become solely self-expressive.

7: Physical &
Health Education

Physical and health education requires students to utilize, create, adapt and understand a variety of
strategic communication tools. Communication within this subject relies on a strong connection between
form and function. Students will understand that communication is not simply about giving and receiving
information, but also how that information is transferred. Communication is an essential part of all
personal and social development; it helps people to understand themselves, others and the world around
them.

8: Design While exploring the concept of communication, students develop an awareness and understanding of
how, why and when we need to ensure that clear messages are given and received throughout the design
process. It ensures that ideas can be communicated clearly and each person involved in the
development of an idea from conception to use has a common and consistent understanding of the
solution and its function. Communication drives invention to become innovation.

When inquiring and analysing, students need to communicate with clients and target markets to identify



the design need. When developing ideas, students engage in internal dialogue, using design sketches
and models to think through the feasibility of their ideas. When creating the solution, students need to
develop clear plans that can be followed easily. The final product must also clearly communicate its intent
and how a user interacts with it.

Communities
“Communities are groups that exist in proximity defined by space, time or relationship. Communities include, for example, groups

of people sharing particular characteristics, beliefs or values as well as groups of interdependent organisms living together in a
specific habitat.”

(MYP: From principles into practice)

Group Information from Group’s Subject Guide

8: Design Through MYP design, students will develop an understanding that a solution to a problem for one
community will create problems for another, some on a small or even personal scale, while others may be
far-reaching, affecting communities thousands of miles away or the global community.

When establishing the need and developing the design brief, the student always considers the
community, whether this is a community that affects the design (target audience) or one that is affected
by it. When developing ideas, engagement with the target audience and client drives the development to
ensure it is fit-for-purpose, and the student must engage with the communities that effect and are
affected by the solution when evaluating its effectiveness in solving the problem.

Connections
“Connections are links, bonds and relationships among people, objects, organisms or ideas. ”

(MYP: From principles into practice)

Group Information from Group’s Subject Guide



1: Language &
Literature

Linguistic and literary connections exist across time, texts and cultures. This concept is central to the
study of language and literature. Due to the universal nature of language and literature, connections and
transfer exist within and across narratives. This allows for the exploration of language and relationships
between text, creator and audience.

2: Language
Acquisition

Linguistic and literary connections exist across time, cultures and across oral, visual and written texts.
This concept is central to the study of language and allows for the exploration of language, applying
knowledge of, and about, the language, and relationships between text, creator and audience.

Creativity
“Creativity is the process of generating novel ideas and considering existing ideas from new perspectives. Creativity includes the
ability to recognize the value of ideas when developing innovative responses to problems; it may be evident in process as well as

outcomes, products or solutions.”
(MYP: From principles into practice)

Group Information from Group’s Subject Guide

1: Language &
Literature

In MYP language and literature, it is the process of synthesizing ideas with language that is a vehicle for
creativity. It is the result of interaction and reflection, whether with the self or the wider community. This
process is difficult to define and difficult to evaluate. It rests, however, on an appreciation of the process
with which the individual engages, and the impact of the final product on the audience.

2: Language
Acquisition

Creativity is nurtured through the process of learning language as this process involves us in divergent
thinking, applying ideas, taking risks and expressing ourselves in order to relate to, and interact with, the
world.

Culture
“Culture encompasses a range of learned and shared beliefs, values, interests, attitudes, products, ways of knowing and patterns

of behaviour created by human communities. The concept of culture is dynamic and organic. ”



(MYP: From principles into practice)

Group Information from Group’s Subject Guide

2: Language
Acquisition

Learning the language of a community provides opportunities to embrace diversity, to interact with
sensitivity and empathy, and to participate in meaningful global interactions, which in turn develops
sociocultural competence and intercultural awareness leading to international-mindedness

Development
“Development is the act or process of growth, progress or evolution, sometimes through iterative improvements”

(MYP: From principles into practice)

Group Information from Group’s Subject Guide

7: Physical &
Health Education

Ongoing development is an essential aspect of health literacy. Students develop conceptual knowledge,
skills and disposition that enhance their well-being. Through practice, students develop confidence,
acquire/improve competencies, and develop a more sophisticated understanding of what it means for
individuals and groups to be healthy. Health and physical education is central to the development of
motor skills, life skills, personal fulfillment, and empowering effective participation in healthy global
communities.

8: Design All ideas need refinement, through development, to become successful, appropriate and feasible. The
development of solutions allows problems to be solved with greater success.

Even though the name suggests that the main focus of development would be found in developing ideas,
students have to develop research plans as and when they realize that there is further information they
need in order to solve the problem. Students constantly adapt and change their plans when creating the
solution, dependent on the thoroughness of their planning and, when evaluating, students develop
testing methods to assess the success of the solution.



Form
“Form is the shape and underlying structure of an entity or piece of work, including its organization, essential nature and external

appearance. ”
(MYP: From principles into practice)

Group Information from Group’s Subject Guide

5: Mathematics Form in MYP mathematics refers to the understanding that the underlying structure and shape of an
entity is distinguished by its properties. Form provides opportunities for students to appreciate the
aesthetic nature of the constructs used in a discipline.

Global Interactions
“Global interactions, as a concept, focuses on the connections between individuals and communities, as well as their

relationships with built and natural environments, from the perspective of the world as a whole. .”
(MYP: From principles into practice)

Group Information from Group’s Subject Guide

3: Individuals &
Societies

For individuals and societies, global interactions focuses on the interdependence of the larger human
community, including the many ways that people come into conflict with and cooperate with each other,
and live together in a highly interconnected world to share finite resources.

Identity
“Identity is the state or fact of being the same. It refers to the particular features that define individuals, groups, things, eras,

places, symbols and styles. Identity can be observed, or it can be constructed, asserted, and shaped by external and internal
influences.”

(MYP: From principles into practice)



Group Information from Group’s Subject Guide

6: Arts In the arts we often explore the self and self-discovery through the concept of identity; however, identity
may also refer to the identity of a genre, style, movement, particular artist or place.

Logic
“Logic is a method of reasoning and a system of principles used to build arguments and reach conclusions.

.”
(MYP: From principles into practice)

Group Information from Group’s Subject Guide

5: Maths Logic in MYP mathematics is used as a process in making decisions about numbers, shapes, and
variables. This system of reasoning provides students with a method for explaining the validity of their
conclusions. Within the MYP, this should not be confused with the subfield of mathematics called
“symbolic logic”

Perspective
“Perspective is the position from which we observe situations, objects, facts, ideas and opinions. Perspective may be associated
with individuals, groups, cultures or disciplines. Different perspectives often lead to multiple representations and interpretations. ”

(MYP: From principles into practice)

Group Information from Group’s Subject Guide

1: Language &
Literature

Perspective influences text, and text influences perspective. Through students’ language and literature
studies, multiple perspectives and their effects are identified, analysed, deconstructed and
reconstructed. An understanding of this concept is essential in order to develop in students the ability to
recognize and respond to over-simplistic and biased interpretations. Seeking and considering diverse
opinions and points of view is an important part of developing complex and defensible interpretations.



Relationships
“Relationships are the connections and associations between properties, objects, people and ideas— including the human

community’s connections with the world in which we live. Any change in relationship brings consequences—some of which may
occur on a small scale, while others may be far reaching, affecting large networks and systems such as human societies and the

planetary ecosystem.”
(MYP: From principles into practice)

Group Information from Group’s Subject Guide

4: Sciences Relationships in sciences indicate the connections found among variables through observation or
experimentation. These relationships also can be tested through experimentation. Scientists often
search for the connections between form and function. Modelling is also used to represent
relationships where factors such as scale, volume of data, or time make other methods impractical.

5: Maths Relationships in MYP mathematics refers to the connections between quantities, properties or
concepts and these connections may be expressed as models, rules or statements. Relationships
provide opportunities for students to explore patterns in the world around them. Connections between
the student and mathematics in the real world are important in developing deeper understanding.

7: Physical & Health
Education

In physical and health education, the concept of relationship offers opportunities to explore the
connections human beings need in order to function and interact effectively. Through physical and
health education, students will develop and reflect on a wide variety of personal and social
relationships in which they can assess and develop their interpersonal skills.

Time, Place and Space
“The intrinsically linked concept of time, place and space refers to the absolute or relative position of people, objects and ideas.

Time, place and space focuses on how we construct and use our understanding of location (“where” and “when”). ”
(MYP: From principles into practice)



Group Information from Group’s Subject Guide

3: Individuals &
Societies

For individuals and societies, time is not simply the measurement of years or time periods but is a
continuum of significant events of the past, present and future. Place and space are complex
concepts, the definitions of which are fluid. Place is socially constructed and can be explored in terms
of constraints and opportunities afforded by location. Places have value and meaning defined by
humans. Space relates to where and why places and landscapes are located. This concept also
includes the social, economic, and political processes that interact through or across space, resulting
in patterns and networks arising, such as migration or trade flows. Challenges related to “place and
space” can be understood on multiple scales (including local, regional, national and global).

Systems
“Systems are sets of interacting or interdependent components. Systems provide structure and order in human, natural and built

environments. Systems can be static or dynamic, simple or complex.”
(MYP: From principles into practice)

Group Information from Group’s Subject Guide

3: Individuals &
Societies

For individuals and societies, systems thinking provides a powerful tool for understanding both natural
and human environments, and the role of individuals within them. Social and natural systems rely on a
state of equilibrium and are vulnerable to change from internal and external forces.

4: Sciences Systems in sciences describe sets of components that function due to their interdependence or
complementary nature. Common systems in science are closed systems, where resources are not
removed or replaced, and open systems, where necessary resources are renewed regularly. Modelling
often uses closed systems to simplify or limit variables.

8: Design While exploring the concept of systems, students develop an awareness and understanding that
everything is connected to a single system or multiple systems. Products and solutions are systems of
components combined to carry out a specific function. Systems also structure processes: the design
cycle is an example of a system. Open loop systems have an input, process and output. Closed loop



systems have an input, process, output and mechanism for feedback.

The student designs and develops systems for testing products when inquiring and analysing, and
when developing testing methods for evaluating. Throughout developing ideas and creating the
solution, students will develop a system or systems to solve that problem in the form of a product or
solution. This is an inherent part of each objective.

BONUS - PYP KEY CONCEPTS

Key Concepts Key Questions Definitions

Form What is it like? The understanding that everything has a form with recognizable features that can be
observed, identified, described and categorized.

Function How does it work? The understanding that everything has a purpose, a role or a way of behaving that can be
investigated.

Causation Why is it as it is? The understanding that things do not just happen; there are causal relationships at work,
and that actions have consequences.

Change How is it
transforming?

The understanding that change is the process of movement from one state to another. It is
universal and inevitable.

Connection How is it linked to
other things?

The understanding that we live in a world of interacting systems in which the actions of
any individual element affect others.

Perspective What are the points of
view?

The understanding that knowledge is moderated by different points of view which lead to
different interpretations, understandings and findings; perspectives may be individual,
group, cultural or subject-specific.

Responsibility What are our
obligations

The understanding that people make choices based on their understandings, beliefs and
values, and the actions they take as a result do make a difference.




