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• Top Magnet School of Excellence (2026) – Recently recognized by Magnet Schools of America 

(MSA) as a Top Magnet School of Excellence, ranking among the top middle schools in the nation. 

• Top 25 Middle School in Florida (2025) – Ranked among the Top 25 middle schools in Florida out 

of over 1,000 middle schools, according to U.S. News & World Report. 

• National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence – Honored by the U.S. Department of Education in 

2009 and 2018 for outstanding academic achievement and closing achievement gaps. 

• Nationally Certified Magnet School – Awarded by Magnet Schools of America, reflecting our 

commitment to the five pillars of: Diversity, Innovative Curriculum and Professional Development, 

Academic Excellence, High-Quality Instructional Systems, Family and Community Partnerships 

• Gold STEM School Designation – Recognized for excellence in Science, Technology, Engineering, 

and Mathematics instruction and innovation. 

• Consistent “A” School Rating (2000–2025) – Earned an “A” rating from the State of Florida for 

over two decades, demonstrating sustained academic excellence. 

• First Fully Authorized Schoolwide International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme 

(MYP) in Miami-Dade County – Initially authorized in 2006–2007, with successful reauthorizations 

in 2010–2011, 2015–2016, 2021–2022 and 2026-2027. 

• National PTA School of Excellence – Recognized nationally for strong family-school partnerships 

and community engagement. 

• Top Middle School in Miami-Dade County Public Schools for Student Contributions to United 

Way (2004–2025) – Recognized for two decades of student-led philanthropy and community impact. 

• No Place for Hate Designation – Recognized for promoting inclusion, equity, and respect 

schoolwide. 

• M.A.S.T.E.R. Mind Award – Recognized for excellence in mental health awareness and student 

support initiatives. 

• Suicide Prevention Certified School – Designated for implementing comprehensive student mental 

health and prevention programs. 

• Principal Maria Costa – South Region Principal of the Year (2017) – Recognized for exemplary 

leadership and commitment to academic excellence. 

 


